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jmsn'nmou T0 THE YOUNG

By JOHN E. BRUCE (CRIT). -

Everybody twho has taken the trou-
ble to Investigate the mater knows
that one of the most beautjfu! songs
ever written, “Listen to the Mocking
Bird,” a»as composed by a wanderizz
Negro street minstrel, Georgze Milbarn

f Philadelphia, over fifty years ago.

t was set to mausic by a whité man.
Septimus Winner, who got all the cred-
it for it and whatever financlai profit
there was in it. Milbarn got some-
thing like a dozen coples of the songz
after it was pablished, and many peo-
ple told him be was a genius.

But Milbarn was no#-the only Negro
in Pbhiladelphia who could .compose
sweet tunes. ‘He was, perhaps, the
only one among his brethren.in the
musical irmament who could not write
a musical score. Of those who could-
give full expression to their ideas as
composers of musjc may be mentioned
James Hemmenway, who wrote a sen-
timental song entitled, “That Rest So
| Bweet Like Bliss Above,” which at-
: tained wide popularity in Philadelphia
and elsewhere." )

It was publizhed in Atkinson’s Cas-
ket, a musical journal, to which he was
a contributor in October, 1829. Mr.
Hemmenway wrote also “The Phila-
delphia Grand Entree March,” “Wash-
Ingtor Gray's. Grand March,” “Wash-

and published the “8t. Louis Grays’
 Quickstep” and the “Dewdrop Schot-
tish” in.1831. They were published
by Balmer & Weber, 8t. Louis.

The famous Negro bandmaster of
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